SOFTWARE

AIP GOES ELECTRONIC

The Aeronautical Information Publication as we know it — a bulky paper document — is
bound to evolve and adapt to new technologies as ANSPs evolve from service to

management

Benoit Maisonny, Synclude, Belgium

only official document offering all permanent

aeronautical information related to a country. It is
defined by ICAO Annex 15 and is the largest component of the
Integrated Aeronautical Information Package (IAIP), along with
AIP Supplements (SUP), NOTAMs and Circulars (AIC).

‘Integrated’ is quicker said than done; made of paper

documents, these components of the IAIP are quite simply not
integrated at all. Pilots are supposed to read the AIP, SUPs and
AICs but they all come as separate documents. Add NOTAMs
and an international flight to the mix and it becomes clear that
pilots need to do the integration work themselves. Flight

m The Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) is the

several countries, but not to the integration of AIP and
NOTAMs, for instance.

The new generation of the AIP, which enhances the paper AIP
with new technologies, already exists: it is the electronic AIP
(eAlP), as specified by Eurocontrol (1). Even better, ICAO is in
the process of including the Eurocontrol eAIP Specification in a
future amendment of Annex 15 (2).

What is the eAIP?

The electronic AIP (Figure 1) is a specification of the look and
feel of an AIP, SUPs and AICs on screen. It defines an
international, standard way to display these documents in the

manuals do respond to the integration need for flights over
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An eAIP in HTML format has no
"amendment pages”, as opposed to a
paper AIP. Instead, the list provided below
points to all changes that occurred in this
Amendment.

- Miscellaneous
+GEN 3 SERVICES
+ENR 4 RADIO NAVIGATIONS AIDS/SYSTEMS
- AD 2 AERODROMES
+ EHAM AMSTERDAM/Schiphol
AD 224 EHAM CHARTSREL... b r »
+ EHDR DRACHTEN/Drachten
AD 2.15 EHDR OTHER LIGH... » &
AD 2.18 EHDR ATS COMMUN.... b b
AD 224 EHDR CHARTS REL... b
+ EHEH EINDHOVEN/Eindhoven
AD 2.19 EHEH RADIO NAVI... » &
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form of an aeronautical information web site. This site integrates

“

EHDR AD 2.18 ATS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES
Service Call sign Frequency Hours of Remarks
designation | operation
1 2 3 | 4 5
Aerodrome Drachten Radio See EHDR AD 2.3 |NIL

information

EHDR AD 2.22 VFR FLIGHT PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS

1 VFR FLIGHT PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS
Note: for visual approach chart see AD 2. EHDR-VAC.

1.1 VFR traffic circuit area and traffic circuit

. The minimum approach altitude for the aerodrome is 1014 ft AMSL (1000 ft AAL).

. The circuit altitude is 714 ft AMSL (700 ft AAL).

. The visual traffic circuit must be carried out within the lateral limits of the circuit area.

. Built-up areas shall be avoided as much as possible.

. Marked areas shall be avoided. ]
. The circuit area may not be overflown below an altitude of 1014 ft AMSL (1000 ft AAL).
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Figure 1: Extract from the eAIP The Netherlands published by LVNL. Text highlighted in pink is part of an amendment
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